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OF THE 


EIGHTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 


OF THE 
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ortsmouth apis 


HELD AT 


ig SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA, 


September 16th—1oth, 1876. 


PETERSBURG: 
JoHN B. EGE, PRINTER AND BINDER, 120 N. SYCAMORE STREET. 
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OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


1876-'77. 
MODERATOR, 
MEY; BOUREN: JON BS eye. Chg ee Vague Portsmouth, Va. 
VICE—-MODERATOR, 
Bre uA Os, a COON, 2 Se aes he Franklin, Va. 
CLERK, 
on gS GTR 1) Oe ee ae ns ted I ask Petersburg, Va. 
; TREASURER, 
eeue tt et. PRINCE, Bees. oS ree ee Green Plain, Va. 
O 
ORDAINED MINISTERS AND LICENTIATES. 

Bic ced tie ee eye pleas Se eg . . . Hicksford; Va. 
* FH. HH. Be ee ee eta te ee; gf erm cae London Bridge, Va. 
* Walter Bell, 4 Ci gt link iy Mig) a aia ne MU GOR . . »« Richmond College, Va. 
Pe PUN ig yg. gg RL, ORE Portsmouth, Va. 
ee ee i es es es a ee ee Jarratt’s, Va. 
en ey vee age ob Le ea re Smithfield, Va. 
ee SIRO BT age ROS! st ok . . «5 Drewrysville; Va. 
Be aig ge ON PR in Pea on Petersburg, Va. 
he a ue Gaius bie oe cea ae! » ofS Petersburg, Va. 
W. F. Higginbotham, a a SAR ee Se eer ee Pr eer i ia 
eee ee a ae Cee OE, Petersburg, Va. 
Or a eg aes aaa Ne nD AA Ae As Real 7 hearty Ivor Station, Va. 
* Thomas Hume, Jn; OC Re eh eae Lio had ia 2 Portsmouth, Va. 
Reem ere nh ewes BA © ele Ae Re Petersburg, Va. 
” Vernon: |’ Anson, Scan Ore aay se aA Met Pore tee SE A a8 ae Le UA Jarratt’s, Va. 
Semper jouer 6 f EM, Ge tees a ee ei Hoe one are g Portsmouth, Va. 
Re a a Po eee oes Portsmouth, Va. 
ee hh Oey RI an Es EES Wn Baa autniels Suffolk, Va. 
N. M. Munden, ie he eRe ee oe We ty Dee Indian Creek, Va. 
*C.H. Nash, +, PiGe ae cal Oca ORM NeR ea ee Su Richmond College, Va. 
A. E; Owen, ines ees Els i ae ok baa NCS FC ior os ai A Portsmouth, Va. 
Rak, Owens, Sea ey pie ta Wee ee ie ee eo! a ii Oe nacaiite eer kerma Windsor, Va. 
Putnam Owens, SR Sa aye tee Se ke Me 9 a ene A ce nae ile Windsor, Va. 
W. D. Pritchard, SEEM a ee ar Nemo aoe ae PI ae at A le Great Bridge, Va. 
eee a aa eter Meer Wada Mere atin oh Cs Bk EC Berkley, Va. 
yee pieprenson, 0 Ee eNOS ea ge TS 5. LUM Va, 
* oe Peon Laylor, ee ah Og 5 a Laie Richmond College, Va. 
Pre ONS sy ag GRRE Cia ea Norfolk, Va. 

- F, ok gig ip SER ak ee Oe ES SB Blossom Hill, Va. 
act ak © Truman, Sa EE Vea ech alee La be? Amer PS A Petersburg, Va. 
Robert Vandeventer, Rie Meee ee ety wee Crozer Theological Seminary. 
Oe koe bo pS ae alt ane Smithfield, Va. 
Thomas G., Wood, pie Re eRe Woe © oe Sauer eres Harrellsville, N. C. 


Absentees marked thus * Licentiates thus T 


Lis? OF LELEGAT ES: 


Antioch—Joseph G. Mays, Samuel C. Hood. * 
Beaver Dam—James R. Purvis, F. L. Snipe, J. F. Eley. 
Berkley Avenue—John T. West,* P. Pritchard.* 
Bethesda—John T. Parr, W. G. White.* 
Black Creek—-M. Lankford, Robert M. Edwards. 
Black Water—Edwin N. Ives,* O. F. Baum.* 
Boykins—James M. Corbitt, W. A. Joyner. 
Centerville—J. E. Old, L. Jackson. 
Colosse—Spencer Carr, Exum Hines. . 
Deep Creek—No Letter; no Delegate. 
Elam—J. E. Stephenson, M. C. Bunt.* 
Franklin—A. W. Norfleet, Gilliam Edwards. 
Great Fork—David Brown, W. W. Knight. 
Hebron—J. H. Sykes,* W. A. Powell.* 
Hicksford—Joseph H. Prince, Charles Green.* 
High Hills—W. N. Jarratt,* E. P. Bailey,* W. J. Thompson.* 
Jerusalem—Robert N. Williams. 
Kempsville—George T. Whitehurst, Thomas Edmonds,* J. W. Whitehurst.* 
Lake Drummond—Lewis Duke, James C. Lynch.* 
Lebanon—No Letter; no Delegate. 
London Bridge—Charles Brock. 
Millfield—Walter D. Pond, L. W. Stephenson, M. D. Butler.* 
Mill Swamp—J. J. Johnson, T. G. B. Delk, L. B. Edwards. 
~ Moore’s Swamp—George A. Rowell, W. F. Lane. 
Mulberry—William T. Carney.* 
Newville—J. H. Cotten, G. B. Chappell. 
North-west—E. W. Holt, William Warren,* W. L. S. Wilkins. 
Norfolk, Freemason Street—Thomas D. Toy,* S. S. Gresham,* W. H. Morris.* 
Norfolk, Cumberland Street—Donald McLeod, Duncan McLeod. 
Oak Grove—J. O. Morris,* Dennis Etheridge,* J. H. Munden.* 
Old Shop—J. T. Washer, J. R. Pettway.* 
Petersburg, First Church—D. G. Potts, J. H. Maclin, T. W. Clements, M. Rob- 
ertson, B. M. Robertson. 
Petersburg, Byrne Street—W. H. Colwell, C. M. Walsh, J. B. Rainey, Jr. 
Portsmouth, Court Street-—W. F. Higginbotham, E. W. Tabb, W. C. Corbitt, E. 
C. Brooks. 
Portsmouth, Fourth Street—Jesse T. Morris, R. G. Staples.* 
Pleasant Grove—Gilbert S. Tabb, William E. Wood, Sr.* 
St. John’s—No Letter; no Delegate. 
Salem—J. L. Guy,* W. Spruill.* 
Sappony—R. H. Robinson,* S. P. Bass.* 
Shiloh—A. F. Lee, J. J. Slade.* 
Shoulder’s Hill—J. T. Griffin, L. R. Ballard, S. B. Carney. 
Smithfield—W. S. Grimes, Robert Vandeventer. 
South Quay—Nelson B. Gardener, Robert J. Johnson. 
Suffolk—J. H. Wright, James H. Presson. 
Tucker’s Swamp—John C. Griffin, C. B. Crumpler, A. T. Stephenson. 
. Western Branch—John Fulgham, S. H. Simons, J. F. Eley.* 
Zion—James E. Morris, James G. Buckner.*, 


Absentees marked thus * 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


MISSIONARY COMMITTEES. 


I. UPPER DISTRICT—T. T. Eaton, Geo. J. Hobday, J. H. Prince, V. l’Anson. 


II. MIDDLE DISTRICT—J. W. Ward, J. H. Wright, M. Lankford, R. R. 
Owens, W. S. Grimes, J. M. Corbitt. 


III. LOWER DISTRICT-—J. A. Speight, E. W. Holt, Geo, T. Whitehurst, W. 
D. Pritchard, H. Etheridge. 


OTHER COMMITTEES. 
STATE MISSIONS. 
T. T. Eaton, T.G. Wood, J. H. Prince, G. J. Hobday, D. G. Potts, 


HOME MISSIONS. 
P. Owens, N.M.Munden, V.I’Anson, S.S. Gresham, J. H. Cotten. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
J. F. Deans, W.D. Thomas, J.T. Borum, J. F. Tuttle, R. G. Staples. 


EDUCATION. 
A. E. Owen, T. Hume, Jr., J. A. Speight, M. Lankford, R.R. Owens. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
J. W. Ward, E. C. Brooks, Joseph Mays, A.W. Norfleet, J. W. Gregory. 


MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 
J. H. Wright, E.C. Brooks, J. T. Griffin, M. Lankford, W. S. Grimes. 


MINISTERS’ RELIEF FUND. 
J. H. Prince, J. C. Griffin, A. W. Norfleet, W. H. Morris. 


PERIODICALS. 
Geo. J. Hobday, W. D. Pritchard, J.C. Bailey, L. R. Ballard. 


CONSTITUTION. 


NAME. 


ARTICLE I. This body shall be known as the VIRGINIA PORTSMOUTH BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


ARTICLE 2. It shall be composed of white delegates, elected by churches connected 
with this body, and all ordained ministers who are members of, or laboring in con- 
nection with said churches. Each church of one hundred members and under shall 
be entitled to two delegates, and for every additional one hundred members, an addi- 
tional delegate; provided, no church shall have more than four delegates. 


OBJECTS. 


ARTICLE 3. The objects shall be to devise and recommend measures for increasing 
the harmony, the intelligence and the spiritual power of the churches, and for de- 
veloping and directing their energies, their resources and their gifts, in advancing 
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the earth. 


POWERS AND PREROGATIVES. 


ARTICLE 4. The Association shall have no power to infringe upon the sovereignty 
or rights of the churches. It is neither an ecclesiastical legislature, nor council, nor 
court of appeal. It may advise the churches, and recommend measures of usefulness 
for their adoption, but cannot bind them in any way. Yet, in view of the combined 
wisdom, piety and intelligence of the body, it may justly claim for itself, for its ob- 
jects, and for its recommendations, the very highest consideration and regard. 


ARTICLE 5. The Association may dissolve connection with any church that becomes 
heterodox in doctrine or disorderly in practice; or that fails to represent itself, either 
by delegates or letter, more than two successive sessions, without sufficient reasons ; 
or that treats’ with contempt its objects and requirements; or upon application of a 
church for its dismission. 


RIGHTS OF THE CHURCHES. 


ARTICLE 6, Each individual church shall hold and exercise all the functions of an 
independent church of Jesus Christ. As constituent members of the Association, the 
churches shall have the right to advice, when desired, in case of difficulty, and to 
suggest plans of usefulness to be adopted. If at any time the Association shall as- 
sume unwarranted powers over the churches, they shall have the right to dissolve 
their connection with the body. 


DUTIES OF THE CHURCHES. 


ARTICLE 7. It shall be the duty of the churches to appoint as delegates, as far as 
practicable, their most capable members, to require their attendance, and to send by 
them a contribution to the Association Fund, to pay for the printing of the Minutes, 
and other necessary expenses. 


ARTICLE 8. It shall be the duty of each church to send an annual letter to the 
Association, giving—1, Locality; 2, The names of its pastor and clerk, and their re- 
spective post-offices; 3, The Sabbaths of regular service; 4, The church statistics, 
including the number baptised, received by letter, restored, dismissed, deceased, ex- 
pelled, and aggregate membership, male and female; 5, Sabbath School statistics ; 
6, Amount contributed to benevolent objects and the Association Fund; 7, Names of 
the delegates and alternates; 8, Any other information deemed of special importance. 


“ORGANIZATION. 
ARTICLE 9. The officers of the Association shall be a Moderator, Vice-Moderator, 
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Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be elected at each annual session, after the names of 
the delegates are enrolled, and shall continue in office until the next annual election. 
As soon as the new officers shall have taken their seats, the body shall be declared 
organized and prepared for business. 


DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS. 


ARTICLE 10. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to open the meetings punc- 
tually at the time appointed; to enforce the rules; to preserve order; and to exercise 
all the prerogatives of a presiding officer, according to the principles of established 
parliamentary usage. 


. ARTICLE 11. It shall be the duty of the Vice-Moderator to discharge the duties of 
the Moderator in his absence. 


ARTICLE 12. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a faithful record of the pro- 
ceedings of the body, and superintend the printing and distribution of the same, and 
to keep on file the printed Minutes and other important documents belonging to the 
body. He may appoint an assistant when necessary. 

ARTICLE 13. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and disburse the money 
contributed to the Association Fund, as directed by the body, and to make an annual 
report of the same. 


ARTICLE 14. This Constitution may be altered at any annual session of the body, 
by the votes of two-thirds of the members present. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


Ist. The Association shall convene annually at the time and place of its own 
adjournment. 


2nd. During each annual session it shall meet and adjourn from day to day at the 
hours fixed upon by the body. r 


3rd. All meetings of the Association shall be opened and closed with religious 
exercises. 


4th. A majority of the members present shall be a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 


5th. No member shall absent himself ¢emporarily without leave of the Moderator, 
nor fizally without leave of the body. 


6th. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject, without per- 
mission of the body. 


7th. No member shall be allowed to talk, stand up, read, or move about the house 
during business, except to gain or impart information on the subject under consideration. 


8th. No committee shall be in session during the hours of business, without per- 
mission from the body. 


oth. The business of the Association shall be as follows, viz: 1. Introductory ser- 
mon. 2. Read and enroll names of delegates. 3. Organize. 4. Read the Consti- 
tution and Rules of Order. 5. Call the names of those churches that failed to 
represent themselves at the previous session or sessions, and enquire their reasons for 
such failure. 6, Receive new churches on their petition through letter and dele- 
gates. 7. Invite visiting brethren and corresponding messengers to seats. 8. Appoint 
Committees on Religious Exercises, Finance, and Digest of Church Letters. 9. Re- 
ceive reports of Missionary Committees. 10. Receive reports of Standing Commit- 
tees. 11. Receive reports of other Committees. 12. Appoint time and place for 
next meeting, and a preacher and alternate. 13. Appoint new Standing Committees. 
14. Hear reports from corresponding messengers and appoint new ones. 15. Mis- 
cellaneous business. 


Toth. All questions of order not herein provided for shall be decided by the rules 
of “ Mell’s Parliamentary Practice.” 


11th. This Constitution and these Rules of Order shall be read at the opening of 
each/annual session of the Association. 


a a ee Sa, er ig i Uc >a te lc 
. - = — = = ee 


MINUTES. 


SUFFOLK, ge September roth, 1876. 


1. The Virginia Portsmouth Baptist Association met in its eighty- 
fifth Annual Session with the church at Suffolk, Va., on Saturday, 


September 16th, 1876, at 11 o’clock A. M., brother Reuben Jones, ~ 


Moderator, in the chair. 

2. On motion of brother J. H. Wright, the Introductory Sermon 
was postponed until 8 o’clock to-night. 

3. Devotional exercises were engaged in for a few moments, con- 
ducted by the Moderator. 

4. The letters from the churches were presented, and the names of 
their delegates enrolled. 


5. The officers of the Association were elected by acclamation, as 


follows, viz: Reuben Jones, Moderator; M. Lankford, Vice-Modera- 
tor; Geo. J. Hobday, Clerk; Jos. H. Prince, Treasurer. . 

6. The Constitution and Rules of Order were read by the Clerk. 

7. Visiting brethren were invited to seats, and the following ac- 
cepted the invitation, viz.: A. McDowell, President Chowan Bap. 
Female Institute; Rev. J. J. Reader, Dover, Delaware; W. C. 
Lankford, Tar River Association; J. A. Delke, Chowan Association ; 
Hugh C. Smith, Dover Association; C. G. Manning and J. C. 
Fleetwood, Chowan Association. 

On motion of brother J. H. Wright, Rev. Geo. E. Booker, of the 
Methodist Church, was invited to a seat in the body. 

8. The Clerk appointed brother George B. Chappell his assistant. 

g. The Moderator appointed the following committees : 

On Religious Exercises—Brethren J. H. Wright, J. H. Presson, 
T. T. Eaton, J. H. Prince and Putnam Owens. 

On Finance—Brethren J. M. Corbitt, E. W. Holt and J. H. 
Cotten. 

to. On motion of brother J. H. Wright, the hours for meeting were 
adopted as follows, viz: Meet 9.30 A.M.; adjourn 1.00 P.M. Meet 
3.00 P. M.3 adjourn 5.00 P. M. 

11. Reports of Missionary Committees were called for, but none 
of the reports being prepared, on motion, the chairmen were allowed 
more time so as to present written reports. 

12. On motion of brother J. H. Prince, the Rules of Order were 
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amended so that the 8th item of the 9th Rule should read: ‘‘ Appoint 
‘Committees on Religious Exercises, Finance, and Digest of Church 
Letters.” 

The Moderator appointed as the Committee on Digest of Church 
Letters, brethren J. H. Prince, A. E. Owen and C. B. Crumpler. 

13. On motion of brother A. E. Owen, brethren B. M. Robert- | 
son, W. F. Higginbotham and E. W. Holt were appointed a Com- 
mittee on Time, Place, Preacher of Introductory Sermon and Alter- 
nate, for the next meeting of the Association. 

On motion, adjourned. Prayer by brother P. Owens. 


4 AFTERNOON SESSION. 


id 7 » 


The Association reassembled at 3 o’clock, the Moderator in the 
chair, and engaged in singing: ‘‘ Blest be the tie that binds.’’ Prayer 
by brother A. E. Owen. 


14. On motion of brother T. T. Eaton, the report of the Commit- 
tee on State and Home Missions was made the special order of the day 
for Monday, at 11 o’clock A. M. 


a _ 15. Brother J. A. Speight read the report of the Missionary Com- 
| mittee for the Lower District. Remarks by brethren J. A Speight, 
N. M. Munden and A. E. Owen, and adopted. 


7 REPORT FOR LOWER DISTRICT. 


Your Committee would report, that during the most of the last year no one has 

been employed to do general missionary work. Early in the year brother E. M. 

Buyrn, who had been laboring in this capacity, resigned, and up to May there was 

n® appointment made. Early in June your Committee requested brother J. F. Tuttle 

to visit Knott’s Island and establish a mission, which he did, with very gratifying 

results—holding a meeting of days, and a gracious revival ensued. Since then, 

Steps have been taken to organize a church. Most of the churches have pastors, and 

Some of them have very interesting mission stations. Fourth Street Church, Berkley, 

Princess Ann Avenue, Deep Creek and Mulberry are without pastors. Excepting 

Deep Creek, these are all points requiring help from the Board. Our object, for the 

’ present at least, is to concentrate upon these points, hoping for great results. Our 

) churches are generally in a prosperous condition, several having enjoyed seasons of 

refreshing from the Lord. We are pained to announce that early in March our be- 

; loved brother, A. Paul Repiton, D. D., was removed from our midst by death. Thus 
> | passed from our presence one eminent for his gifts and loved for his work’s sake. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. SPEIGHT, Chairman. 


» 


16. The report on Sunday Schools, in the absence of the chairman, 

t was read by the Clerk. The report was discussed by brethren A. E. 

_ Owen, Eaton, J. H. Prince, Speight, J. H. Wright, Delke, McDow- 
ell, Lankford and Munden, and adopted. 


REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


ae Committee will not occupy your time in urging the importance of this subject. 
aes Sunday School is recognized as a necessary part of the organization of a well- 
ered and prosperous church. It has made its distinct impression on the literature of 
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the age. The name of the publications issued in its interest, library books, magazines, 
papers, special commentaries, is legion. Everywhere its enthusiastic representatives are 
holding conferences for the discussion of improved methods of organization and in- 
struction. ‘The question of the best lesson-system is still exciting the earnest interest 
of devout minds, though so large a number of schools have adopted the so-called 
“uniform” plan. Officers, teachers, scholars, have no lack of sources of informa- 
tion and inspiration in leading or finding the way to Christ through the study of His 
Word. 

We note, with pleasure, the number of conversions of pupils in the statement for 
1875, but regret that so many churches are on record as sending no reports or very 
imperfect ones. Lzighteen schools take no papers; a singular fact, when we consider 
their cheapness, their valuable illustrations of Bible truth, and their attractive and 
enlivening character. Some of our Associations have a carefully arranged Sunday 
School system, which consists in grouping their schools in districts, with superintend- 
ents for each district, and a general superintendent for the Association. Conventions 
or Institutes are held during the year in each district under the direction of the su- 
perintendent. Profitable union of effort is sometimes secured in connection ‘with 
ministers’ and deacons’ meetings. One prosperous Sunday School organization ex- 
ists within your bounds—the “ Baptist Sunday School Association, of Norfolk, Ports- 
mouth and Berkley’”’—which maintains its monthly sessions and does some mission- 
ary work. A few (individual) schools have “Missionary Unions” and “Mite 
Societies,’ and are helping to elevate the standard of Christian liberality. We 
believe that it is vitally important that our pastors should be closely related to the 
Sunday School, supervising its methods of instruction, and holding special services 
for the young. 

Your Committee respectfully recommend that the Missionary Committees be re- 
quested to make arrangements for a ‘Sunday School Institute or Convention” in 
each district, during the next Associational year. 


THOS. HUME, Jr., Chairman. 


17. On motion of brother Eaton, the suggestions contained in the 
report were turned over to the Standing Committee to be appointed 


for the next year, with instructions to make arrangements for carrying 
them out. 


18. Brother J. H. Wright, chairman of Committee on Religious 
Exercises, reported the following appointments for Sunday: Baptist 
Church—11 A. M., brother A. E. Owen; 8 P. M., brother J. J. Reader. 
Methodist Church—11 A. M., brother A. McDowell; 8 Pp. m., brother 
C. T. Bailey. Christian Church—11 a. Mm., brother T. T. Eaton ; 
8 p.M., brother A. E. Dickinson. African Methodist Church—3 
p. M., brother P. Owens; 8 p. M., brother J. C. Fleetwood. Afri- 
can Baptist Church—8 p. M., brother N. M. Munden. Court Street, 
Portsmouth—brother J. A. Speight. First Church, Petersburg— 
brother R. Jones. 

Sunday School Mass Meeting at the Baptist Church, 3:30 P. M.; 
addresses by brethren Delke, Reader, Eaton and Ryland. 


19. The Introductory Sermon was preached by brother T. T. Eaton, 
ape oO Glock P.M, “Text: ICor.. Vill, 23--"" 2ie Messengers of the 
Churches.’’ 


SUNDAY. 


The day was very inclement in the forenoon, yet the various appoint- 
ments were filled. The Sunday School Mass Meeting was a success. 
A collection was taken up at night, in the Baptist Church, for State 
Missions, and the sum of $17 10 was realized. 


~ 
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MORNING SESSION. 


Monpay, September 18th, 1876. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, at 9:30 A. M., the 
Moderator in the chair. 

Religious exercises, conducted by brethren A. McDowell and H. 
K. Ellyson. 

20. The Minutes of yesterday’s meeting were read, corrected and 
approved. 

21. Letters from Berkley Avenue, Colosse, High Hills, Western 
Branch, Great Fork, Freemason Street, (Norfolk), Byrne Street, 
(Petersburg), and Court Street, (Portsmouth), were presented, and 
their delegates enrolled. 


22. List of Ordained Ministers and Licentiates connected with the 
Association, was read and revised. 


23. Invitations to seats in the Association were accepted by breth- 
ren H. K. Ellyson, Corresponding Secretary State Mission Board; 
Charles H. Ryland, Financial Secretary Richmond College; W. E. 
Hatcher, President Education Board; C. T. Bailey, Editor Brdzcal 
Recorder; A. E. Dickinson, Editor Refgtous Herald; R. R. Savage, 
W. H. Riddick, Thomas Babb and T. T. Speight, Chowan Associa- 
tion. 


24. The report on Education was read by brother A. E. Owen, 


which, upon motion of brother Eaton, was laid on the table until 8 
o’clock, P. M. | 


25. The Association granted brother C. H. Ryland permission to 
make some explanations concerning the finances of Richmond Col- 
lege, with which he was closely connected as Financial Secretary. 


26. The special order of the hour was then taken up, and the report 
on State and Home Missions was read by brother T. T. Eaton. The 
report was discussed by brethren H. K. Ellyson, J. A. Speight, W. E. 
Hatcher, A. E. Dickinson, T. T. Eaton, and adopted. | 


REPORT ON STATE AND HOME MISSIONS. 


Your Committee are pleased to be able to report great activity and zeal in behalf 
of State Missions. Our Board in Richmond have been enabled, during the past year, 
to send out missionaries, who occupied 159 stations in parts of 41 counties and 19 
towns and villages. These missionaries were instrumental in the conversion of 2,283 
Persons, nearly all of whom were added to our churches. They organized 19 new 
Sunday Schools and constituted 9 new churches. The entire ehiehee of this work 
was about $10,000, all of which was promptly paid. Surely, we have great reason 
to thank God and take courage. Still, we are not doing our whole duty to the cause 
of State Missions, 

0 far as the letters from the churches indicate what has been done, only 31 of the 
Bearches composing this Association have contributed at all, and many of these 
haga are quite small. The aggregate amount given by our churches to State 
ey S during the past year, is $804 74. The hands of our Board must be upheld ; 
spel must be carried to the destitute regions of our loved State. 


In reference to the Ho 


me Mission cause, your Committee have to lament the apa- 
Y of the churches, $f : 


This apathy is not confined to our Association, but seems to be 
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shared by our brethren all over the State. For, while $10,000 was given to State 
Missions, and more than $10,000 to Foreign Missions, only $729 97 was given by the 
Baptists of Virginia to the Home Mission cause. Of that amount $293 30 was given 
by the churches of this Association, only zen out of the whole number of forty-seven 
contributing. rf 

Your Committee are grieved to contemplate this state of things. When we look 
over the field to be occupied by our Home Board at Marion, Alabama, the new States, 
the States where Baptists are weak and need the helping hand of their brethren, the 
great work to be done among the Indians, committed to this Board, and remember 
that, when we in Virginia were prostrated by the war, that Board came to our relief, 
and has expended over $2,000 more in our State than it has ever received from us, 
we are mortified and chagrined at the apathy of our brethren in this great cause. 
The Board has been struggling with debt, which, however, it has been constantly 
reducing, and greatly needs our sympathy and contributions. Your Committee would 
earnestly recommend that the claims of the Home Board be urged as never before, 
and that steps be taken to secure contributions from every church in this Association, 
during the next year, to carry forward this vitally important work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. T. EATON, Chairman. 


A collection was taken up, amounting to $40.50, which was equally 
divided between the State and Home Mission Boards. 


27. On motion, the Moderator was instructed to appoint an agent 
for each of these two Boards in every church in the Association. 
[See Appendix. ] 


28. On motion of brother Geo. J. Hobday, the Rules of Order 
were suspended, and he offered the following resolutions: 

Whereas, Efforts are now being made on the part of the “ Virginia Baptist His- 
torical Society,” of which Rev. J. B. Jeter, D. D., is President, and Rev. H. H. 


Harris, D. D., is Secretary, to collect and preserve all matters of historical interest 
connected with the Denomination; and 


Whereas, There are facts of great interest and importance connected with the 
history of the churches composing this Association ; therefore, 


Resolved rst, That a committee be appointed, who shall correspond with a suitable 
person in each of the churches, with a view to preparing brief and accurate histori- 
cal sketches of the churches. 


Resolved 2nd, That this committee preserve these sketches, subject to the order of 
the Association. 

The object contained in the resolutions was discussed by brethren 
A. E. Owen, C. H. Ryland and G. J. Hobday. Pending the dis- 
cussion the hour for adjournment arrived. 

On motion, adjourned. Prayer by brother A. E. Dickinson. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association reassembled at 3 o’clock, the Moderator in the 
chair. Engaged in singing, and prayer was offered by brother Geo. 
J. deoRday: 

The resolutions offered by brother Hobday, were re-read, and after 
discussion by brother R. Jones, were adopted, and brother Geo. iy: 
Hobday was oppointed the committee recommended by the resolu- 
tions. 
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29. Rev. E. W. Beale, of the Christian Church, was recognized 
and invited to a seat in the body. 


30. The Rules of Order were suspended to take up the report of 
the Committee on Time, Place, Preacher, &c. of next meeting. The 
report was read, and after discussions by brethren R. Owens, B. M. 
Robertson, T. T. Eaton, J. A. Speight, A. E. Owen, J. H. Prince, 
W. E. Hatcher and R. R. Owens, was adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Time, Place, Preacher and Alternate for the next session of 
the Association, report as follows: Introductory sermon by brother Geo. J. Hobday 
of Petersburg; Alternate, brother T. Hume, Jr. of Norfolk. Place of meeting, 
Centerville Church. Time of meeting, Saturday before the fourth Sunday in Sep- 
tember, 1877. 

B. M. ROBERTSON, 
W. F. RIGGINEOTHZAM, Committee. 
EB; W; HOLT, 


31. Brother T. T. Eaton offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That hereafter, two committees be appointed — one on Home Missions 
and one on State Missions, instead of one for both of these subjects, as heretofore. 


32. Brother A. E. Owen moved, that when the Association ad- 
journed, it meet to-night in the Methodist Church, for the purpose of 
holding a Mass Meeting on the subject of Education. 

The motion was discussed by brethren McDowell, P. Owens, J. H. 
Wright, and upon motion of brother Owen, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Religious Exercises. 


33- Brother T. T. Eaton read the report of the Missionary Com- 
mittee for the Upper District, which was adopted. 


REPORT OF UPPER DISTRICT. 


Your Committee would report great destitution within the Upper District of this 
Association. There are two counties without a resident Baptist minister, and two 
others that have only one minister of our faith, in each. There are several promis- 
ing fields within this region where preaching stations could, with advantage, be.es- 
tablished. We have Baptist brethren scattered throughout the District, who would 
heartily co-operate in this work, and would constitute a nucleus for the formation of 
churches. « 

So far as your Committee are informed, no regular missionary has been sent into 
_ this field; there has, however, been some voluntary missionary work done with grat- 

ifying results. 

The West Ward of Petersburg, presents a field of special promise. The brethren 
of Petersburg think of erecting a chapel in this field, and ask that a missionary be 
appointed to labor there and in Ettricks, promising their hearty and active co-opera- 
_ tion. There should also be a church established in Dinwiddie county, some ten 

miles south of Ford’s depot, where there are some earnest Baptists who, with proper 
encouragement, could establish, along with others who sympatlrize with our views 
and have indicated a willingness to co-operate, a prosperous church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


T. T. EATON, Chatrman. 


34. Brother J. W. Ward read the report of the Committee for the 
Middle District, which was adopted. 
REPORT FOR MIDDLE DISTRICT. 


“be the bounds of the Middle District, there are three places of destitution, to 


ch Rey, Joseph F. Deans, under the appointment of the State Mission Board, 
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has been preaching with great success for the last ten months. At Bethesda, in Isle 
of Wight County, several additions have been made to the church, and a new house 
of worship is in process of erection. At Bacon’s Castle, in Surry County, we think 
a church will be soon organized and a house erected, and should brother Deans be 
continued a few years, we think there will be self-sustaining churches at these points, 


J. W. WARD, Chairman. 


35- On motion of brother J. A. Speight, the Rules of Order were 
suspended to take up the report on Periodicals. The report was read 
by brother Hobday, and elicited speeches from brethren Eaton, Hob- 
day, Ellyson, C. T. Bailey and Dickinson. 

Pending the discussion, a motion to extend the time of adjourn- 
ment for half an hour was made, and the discussion was resumed by 
brethren Speight, A. E. Owen, W. E. Hatcher and A. McDowell, 
and the report adopted. 


REPORT ON PERIODICALS. 


The subject of Periodicals is one of great importance to the members of our 
churches. The members of the country churches stand in special need of good de- 
nominational literature. Situated as they are, with church privileges only once or 
twice a month, there are a thousand matters of interest and importance to them that 
their pastor has neither time nor opportunity to present to them from the pulpit. To 
supply this need, the literature of the denomination affords a suitable and inestima- 
ble means. It is the duty of the members to acquaint themselves with the facts and 
subjects thus brought to them. The denominational literature of to-day is cheap and 
valuable. The past is brought to light and the future is brightened with the glow- 
ing articles that now fill the pages of Baptist periodicals. We have ennobling prin- 
ciples, and their maintenance by our forefathers presents us with a glorious history. 

The churches are calling for an educated ministry to cope with the advocates of 
error; and the ministry, no less, need an educated laity to assist them in their work. 
The two are mutually necessary. 

Your Committee would therefore recommend: 1. The Religious Herald, as one 
of the best religious papers of the country, which clearly and forcibly sets forth our 
views. 2. For Sunday Schools, Aizd Words, and the Baptist Teacher, are un- 
equalled. 3. To which we add, those valuable, convenient and cheap 7yraczs on the 
practices and hestory of our Denomination, published by the “ American Baptist 
Publication Society.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. J. HOBDAY, Chairman. 


36. Brother J. H. Wright, chairman of Committee on Religious 
Exercises, to whom was referred the motion of brother Owen, report- | 
ed that services would be held in the Methodist Church, to-night— 
preaching by brother C. H. Ryland—and that a mass meeting, in 
behalf of the general subject of Education, would be held in the 
Baptist Church. ‘The report was adopted. 


37. Leaves of absence were granted brethren J. E. Morris, C. B. 
Crumpler and A. T. Stephenson. 
On motion, adjourned. Prayer by brother R. R. Savage. 


NIGHT SESSION. 


The Association met at 8 o’clock P. M., the Moderator in the 
chair. Prayer by brother Joseph F. Deans. 
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38. The special order of the day—Education—was then taken up. 
The report was read, and was ably discussed by brethren C. T. Bai- 
ley, A. E. Dickinson, T. T. Eaton, W. E. Hatcher and M. Lank- 
ford. 

39. Leaves of absence were granted brethren Eaton and B. M. 
Robertson. 

On motion, adjourned. Prayer by brother Eaton. 


MORNING SESSION. 


TuEsDAY, September roth, 1876. 


The Association met at 9.30 A. M., the Vice-Moderator, M. Lank- 
ford, in the chair. Prayer by brother R. R. Owens. 


40. Rev. J. P. Barrett, of the Christian Church, was recognized 
and invited to a seat. 


41. I'he Rules were suspended so as to take up the report of the 
Committee on Digest of Church Letters, which was read by the chair- 
man, brother J. H. Prince, and after discussion by brethren R. R. 
Owens, J. H. Prince and W. E. Hatcher, was adopted. 


REPORT ON DIGEST OF CHURCH LETTERS. 


Your Committee beg leave to report, that they have examined the letters sent up by 
forty-four churches, from which we glean the following statistics, which we compare 
with those of last year, in the table below: 


eg Wii a el Sse CONTRIBU- 
Baptism. Letter. | Restort’n.|| Letter. |Exclusn’s.| Death. TIONS. 
;. 1875, --| 463 72 33 83 61 63 | — - $26,352 20 
| 1876, - - 532 117 25 115 $2 68 | 25152 99 
69 45 8 32 at 5 $ 1,199 43 
SRE Masti Cera a 


From these figures it will be seen that a total nett gain of 409 has been made to 
€ membership, and a diminution of $1,199.43 in the contributions, which compares 
_ very favorably with last year when we consider the exceedingly hard times through 
which we have passed during the last year. 


The Sunday School statistics, compared with 1875, present encouraging results: 


Orr 3 
Darter. ScHoots. 2 CERS |ScHotars.| Conver’s.| VOLS: IN |S. ScHoot|| Conrrrsu 


EACH. LIBRARY. | PApgrs. TIONS. 


yg ais; - - - 43 570 3652 248 6663 1315 $1,330 92 
We mr ---| 46 608 4309 IgI 7366 1826 1,643 87 


—_ ciao 
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have yore churches report baptisms, varying from 4 to 121. Marked revivals 
a, aken place in the First Church, Petersburg; Beaver Dam, Tucker’s Swamp, 
»” Quay, Oak Grove and Western Branch. 
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The church at Boykins are building a small and handsome house of worship, un- 
der encouraging prospects. The church at Centerville invites the Association to 
meet with them in our next session. 

Fourth Street, Portsmouth; Shiloh, Hebron, Hicksford, Newville, Bethesda and 
Berkley Avenue are without pastors. Zion and Old Shop Churches report no sala- 
ries to their pastors. During the last Associational year two of our ministers have 
been removed from our midst by the hand of death—A. Paul Repiton and Tyee 
Watkins— whose obituaries we recommend the body to have appended to the Min- 
utes. We cannot close this report without calling the attention of the body especial- 
ly to the church at Jerusalem, the county seat of Southampton County. With a 
membership of fifteen, (only ¢wo of them males), they contribute $157, and earnestly 
appeal to this body for pecuniary aid to enable them to vefazm their pastor, who is 
acceptable to the church and community. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. PRINCE, Chairman. 


42. On motion of brother J. H. Prince, the Clerk was instructed 
to prepare and insert in the Minutes obituaries of brethren A. Paul 
Repiton and J. R. Watkins. [See Appendix. ] 


43. Brother J. H. Prince offered the following: 
REPORT ON THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM. 


Your Committee have carefully examined the facts, taken from the Minutes of this 
body, the church-book and other sources, in regard to this church, and beg leave to 
report that, we find that the Jerusalem Church has exzsted from its organization as an 
independent church; that it failed to send either letter or delegates for several years 
to. this body; yet, we are satisfied that it never ceased to exist as a church. We find 
the following provision in the Will of Dr. Carr Bowers: ‘And I also give to the 
persons above-named, (Joseph Johnson, Allen Edwards, Jordan Edwards), as trus- 
tees, and their successors, the further amount of ten shares of Norfolk City Stock; 
the interest or dividends therefrom arising, I direct to be applied towards repairing 
the “ Jerusalem Baptist Church” and to pay the pastor thereof who may officiate 
there from time to time; but if the said Baptist church at Jerusalem shall go down 
entirely, then, and in that event, the last mentioned ten shares of Norfolk City Stock 
are to be held for the benefit of ‘Black Creek Baptist Church,” in the same manner 
as the first named ten shares are directed to be held, subject to the same provisions 
or objects.’ Made May 5th, 1860. Your Committee are fully satisfied that the 
trustees, Joseph Johnson, Allen Edwards and Jordan Edwards and their successors 
who, under the will of Carr Bowers, hold ten shares of Norfolk City Stock, should 
pay to the Jerusalem Church the interest or dividends therefrom arising, from the Ist 
day of January, 1876, for the benefit of the pastor who may officiate from time to 
time, and also for the repairs of said church. We would further report that, we are 
pleased to state that we have every reason to believe that our advice will be adopted 
and carried out by the deacons and trustees of Black Creek Church. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. JONES, 
J. H. PRINCE, | 
J. H. WRIGHT, 
M. LANKFORD, 


Commuttee. 


The report was adopted. 
44. The report on Finance was read by brother J. M. Corbitt, 
and adopted. | 
REPORT ON FINANCE. 
Your Committee on Finance would respectfully report that, they have examined 


the Treasurer’s report, and find all of the credits sustained by proper vouchers; and 
also find a balance in his hands of $4 74. We would further report that, we have 
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received from the various churches during this session of the Association, the sum 
4 TT Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES M. CORBITT, 
\. Ho COTTEN, | commit 
Be We OT, : 


_ Letters from Moore’s Swamp and Mulberry churches were read 


and their delegates enrolled. “ae 
46. The committee appointed last session to inquire into the state 


and condition of Lebanon Church, was called for to report; but none 
of the committee being in attendance, no report was made. 


47. The general subject of Education was resumed, and remarks 
were made by brethren A. McDowell, R. Jones, A. E. Dickinson, 
J. A. Speight, A. E. Owen, .J.. Hs Prince, J. Hi. Wright, WW. @, 
Hatcher, and the report was adopted. | 


REPORT ON EDUCATION. 


The interest in education has been steadily increasing among our people for the 
last ten years, and only the lack of means has prevented a large influx of students to 
our institutions of learning. And in spite of the great financial depression which 
has so largely decreased the income of a majority of our people and retarded prog- 
ress in every branch of our industries, a large number of the rising generation has 
been blessed, during the last year, with the advantages of higher culture. 

Richmond College, which should be the joy of every good man and woman, and 
especially of all Baptists, enjoyed, during the last session, a large degree of prosper- 
ity, and it is yearly increasing its facilities for affording thorough intellectual culture, 
by the cheapness of its tuition, the smallness of its fees and its admirable arrange- 
ment for securing to the student board at a low price. A young man can attend its 
lectures for a smaller amount than is required to attend the University of Virginia, 
without any charge for tuition. We would most earnestly recommend, that parents 
who have in view the intellectual and moral culture of their sons, and the glory of 
Christ, would patronize this noble institution of learning. ‘The General Association of 
Virginia, at its session in Lynchburg, in 1875, adopted the plan of the “ Dollar Roll,” 
by which our church members, their families, and all friends of religious liberty and 
education are requested to give one dollar in cash to aid in finishing the great memo- 
_ ‘ial work of raising $300,000 as an endowment of Richmond College; and at its 
____ last session it decided to complete the work by the close of 1876. We recommend 
that an earnest canvass be made in all our churches to secure these contributions; 
that when the Centennial year shall end, this glorious work shall be accomplished. 
___ The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is pushing its efforts to raise its en- 
4 dowment, and move its location from Greenville, S. C., to Louisville, Ky. For the 

_ present year it has suspended its collections in our State, in order not to embarrass 

_ the completion of our memorial work; but at the beginning of 1877 the work will 
recommenced with an ardor that must insure success. Let us complete the work 
for Richmond College, and then, with efforts inspired by a grand cause, turn our at- 
tention to the endowment of our noble Seminary, where our young preachers may 
instructed in the highest department of Theological learning. 
; cee are other schools, not under the special charge of the Baptist denomination, — 
Seis, od commend very highly, especially the “ Suffolk Collegiate Institute,” of 
Se sich ages J. H. Wright is the Principal. But, while we rejoice that we have 
- .. le institutions where our sows may be instructed in the higher branches of 
SG re, we are much rejoiced that we have such splendid schools for our gzr/s. 
gus. People have long seen the necessity of educating their daughters, and we take 
.. pportunity of recommending to them those institutions where they can have this 
Necessity met 
pJSt. We would call attention to the Churchland Academy, Prof. A. K. Yancey, 


. Cipal. This Academy is located within the bounds of our Association, and re- 


ong 
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ceives both male and female students. It is situated about seven miles from the ci 
of Portsmouth, in a refined and religious community, and in a healthy and beautiful] 
portion of our country. 

2nd. There are three institutions of high grade which we cordially recommend 
viz: * Hollins Institute,’ Botetourt Springs, Va., “Richmond Female Institute,” and 
“Chowan Female Institute,’’ Murfreesboro, N. C. 

There is one thing more, to which we call special attention, and that is, Ministeri- 
al Education. The Education Board of the General Association, was brought into 
existence to furnish aid to poor young men, who should be recommended by their 
churches as students for the ministry, in securing an education. Do not let us con- 
found this Board with Richmond College. This Board pays the board of the young 
men while they are prosecuting their studies at Richmond College or at the Seminary, 
During last session the Board aided chirty-five young men, but, as the number was 
large and the receipts were small, the Board is embarrassed with a debt, which we 
hope the churches composing this body will immediately assist in paying, and that 
larger contributions be made in the future. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. E. OWEN, Chairman. 


48. The report on Foreign Missions was read by brother J. F, 
Deans, and after discussion by brethren Owen, Dickinson, Hobday, 
B, M. Robertson and A. McDowell, was adopted. 


REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


In view of what has been accomplished by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, during the past year, we have cause to thank God and 
take fresh courage. Notwithstanding the extreme monetary depression, they have 
been able to meet all their actual liabilities. During the conventional year the re- 
ceipts of the Board amounted to $45,000. Of this sum Virginia contributed 
$10,094 95; an increase upon the contributions for several past years.. Our own 
Association exhibited gratifying progress in liberality and interest. Still, the means 
to meet the demands of this Board, during the present year, are yet, in the main, 
unprovided. In view of these claims we can but feel much solicitude for the future. 
Not only do we need equally as large an amount, but we ought to increase our efforts 
and contributions. It is our desire to raise at least $12,000 this year. Let our pas- 
tors and representative men in all our churches strive to keep alive and increase the 
Foreign Mission spirit. This we may easily do by keeping ourselves well posted in 
the operations of our Board, and frequently bringing them to the attention of our 
churches. 

It seems to your Committee we might contribute to this end by reviving, more 
generally, “Concerts of Prayer” for Missions, by organizing Missionary Societies in 
our churches and Sunday schools, and among our sisters, 4nd by making this subject 
one of free and liberal discussion at our Ministers’ and Deacons’ Meetings. 

Those churches which have utilized these ways to some extent are giving us grati- 
fying exhibits. Nor would we fail to commend the effort to place our religious pa- 
pers, especially the Religious Herald, in every family. Their value, in this respect, 
we cannot begin to estimate. With many of us it is not so much the lack of means 
to give, as the want of information and interest. The latest information from our 
different Missionary fields is of the most encouraging character. As to their opera- 
tions, we would not attempt to write in detail, but refer you to their published state- 
ments. We would in this respect, as last year, remind you that we have located in 
Norfolk, the Foreign Mission Board of the General Association of Virginia. Either 
this Board or the board in Richmond would cheerfully give you any desired infor- 
mation. 

Respectfully submitted, } 
JOSEPH F. DEANS, Committee. 


49. Brother J. H. Wright, in behalf of Committee on Religious 
Exercises, reported that brother Hatcher would preach in the Metho- 
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4 dist Church and brother J. J. Reader in the Christian Church, to- 
night at 8 o’clock. 


o. By mutual consent the time for adjournment was extended so 
as to enable the Association to finish up the business. 


s1. Brother J. H. Wright read the report on Ministerial Support. 
Tt was discussed by brethren W. E. Hatcher and Wright, and was 


adopted. 
REPORT ON MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 


One of the first and most pressing subjects which should engage the attention of 
any church is the support of its pastor. We doubt the right of any church to extend 
a call to a minister until it has provided for his support. If “the Lord hath ordain- 
ed that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel,” it is a positive 
wrong for any church or combination of churches to force the pastor into secular 
_ pursuits by withholding from him a support adequate to the wants of himself and 
. his family. With very rare exceptions ministers of the gospel receive smaller com- 
pensation than men of any other vocation. Too many church members are accus- 
tomed to regard their contributions to the pastor’s salary as a charity rather than a 
moral obligation. If the pastor does not give in exchange for these contributions a 
valuable consideration, or if from any cause the contributions of the members should 
cease or prove to be insufficient, we think it time for that pastor and church to sever 
their relations. Many churches languish or pass through an existence of miserable 
_ inefficiency, because the pastor’s attention is absorbed with worldly pursuits, in a ne- 
cessary effort to support himself and family, occasioned by the want of a support from 
the church. 
Within the limits of this Association, there is one church that reports 70 salary to 
its pastor; six churches pay less than one dollar per member; twelve pay less than 
two dollars; while not more than one-third of the churches will average three dol- 
lars per member. A number of the churches having a large membership employ a 
pastor for one Sunday in the month, and pay one-fourth of a small salary. Ministers 
feel a delicacy in urging this subject upon the attention of their churches, but the 
laity, whose special duty it is to provide for the temporal wants of the pastor and his 
family, cannot neglect it without disregarding a solemn obligation. Your Committee 
earnestly urge upon the churches a larger liberality in the support of the ministry. 
As far as possible, every church should employ a pastor, whose time is allotted en- 
tirely to its interest; and not until this is done will the churches attain their highest 
Prosperity. The pastor’s support should be commensurate with the position he occu- 
pies. He is expected to dress becomingly, to entertain company, to attend conven- 
_ fons and associations of the church; he must supply himself with books and period- 
_ icals of current literature. He buries your dead, officiates at the nuptials of yourselves, 
your sons and your daughters; in sickness or afflictions he offers you the consolation 
7 of the Gospel. Is it not your duty to keep him above want and to enable him to 
make some provisions for those dependent upon him? Truly, there is no labor more 


exalted, and no class of men more self-sacrificing in the discharge of their duties. 
K The laborer is worthy of his hire.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN H. WRIGHT, 
JOHN T. GRIFFIN, Committee. 
WILLIAM S. GRIMES, 


F “ Brother Joseph H. Prince read the report on Ministers’ Relief 
| :. » and it was discussed by brethren Prince, Owen, Dickinson and 
; Ones, Be. 

Pending the discussion, a collection in cash and subscriptions was 
ig <n up, amounting to $75. 

_ #€ report was adopted. 
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REPORT ON MINISTERS’ RELIEF FUND. 


Of all the benevolent enterprises not one has a greater claim upon us than this 
To provide for superannuated ministers, their widows and orphans, should touch q 
cord in every heart and cause it to vibrate till it opens the purse. It appeals not on] 
to the Christian’s beneficence, but to every patriot. Whose heart is not touched 
when he remembers the toils, sufferings, privations and imprisonments of their fathers 
and Christian ministers who, to meet the demands of the people, were not only wil]. 
ing but actually did sacrifice all to preach the pure Gospel of Christ? Our people 
then, and as late as 1822, gloried in a /vee gospel, and our preachers gave it to them 
“without money and without price.”” These godly men sacrificed all to preach the 
gospel. Many of them are dead, and are now enjoying that reward for which the 
so earnestly labored. Some are still living, tottering on the verge of the grave. To 
some of these the denomination is almost as much indebted as to those in colonial 
times. Can there be a Christian man or woman, or a patriot, who would not con- 
tribute to provide for these ministers, their widows and orphans? About 1822 4 
change, from a combination of circumstances, took place. Christians felt a greater 
obligation for ministerial support; and yet, with this awakening upon the subject, 
which has been increasing ever since, how many ministers in the State are able, from 
their salaries, to lay up $100 per annum? Shall these ministers, when rendered by la- 
bor unfit for duty, their widows or orphans, be permitted to want for the necessaries and 
comforts of life? We would urge each church to send an annual contribution to 
this fund. If you desire any information as to the management of this fund, we 
would refer you to the minutes of the General Association of Virginia, 1876. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. H. PRINCE 
A. W. NORFLEET, \ Committee, 


53. Brother Gilliam Edwards was granted leave of absence for the 
remainder of the meeting. : 


54. The Moderator received the reports from Corresponding Mes- 
sengers and appointed the following new ones: 


Chowan Association—W. D. Pritchard, J. A. Speight, Thos. G. 
Wood. 

Accomac Association—J. F. Deans, A. E. Owen, L. R. Ballard. 

Dover Association—T. T. Eaton, Geo. J. Hobday, A. E, Owen. 


Concord Association—V. Anson, J. C. Bailey, Jos. H. Prince, 
R. 5S. Elam. 


Middle District Association—B. M. Robertson, T. T. Eaton, J. E. 
Hutson. 


Valley Association—R. Jones, W. D. Thomas, E, C. Brooks. 
Strawberry Association—A. E. Owen, J. W. Ward, T. Hume, Jr. 
55. The Standing Committees were then appointed. [See page 5] 
56. On motion of brother A. E. Owen, it was unanimously 


Resolved, That our thanks are due and are hereby tendered to the members of the 
Suffolk Church, and the community at large, for their generous hospitality during the 
session of this body; to the Methodist and Christian Churches for the uses of their 
houses of worship; and to the various railroad companies for favors conferred 1 
giving return tickets free of charge. 


57- On motion of brother J. H. Wright, the Clerk was directed 
to have as many copies of the Minutes printed as the funds in the 
hands of the Treasurer would justify, and to distribute the same 
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; ac ng the churches according to their contributions to this fund, and 
hat the usual allowance of $25 be made him for that service. 


L 
i 


a The Moderator made some feeling and touching remarks at the 


sJose of the meeting, and, upon motion of brother A. E. Owen, de- 
clared the body adjourned to meet in its edghty-sixth annual session 
with the Centerville Baptist Church in Norfolk County, Va., on Sat- 


urday before the fourth Lord’s day in September, 1877. 


_ Prayer by brother A. McDowell. 


ee: REUBEN JONES, Moderator. 
4 Gro. J. Hoppay, Clerk. 
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LIST OF CHURCHES, WITH THEIR PASTORS, CLERKS, && 


CHURCHES. LOCATION. 
+ MOC eS abe ee Sy 
2 Beaver Dam... ..|Isle of Wight .. 
3 Berkley Avenue .. | Norfolk . 


* Bethesda. |... . 
5 Black Creek’. ... 
6 Black Water... 
7 Boykins ..... 

8 Centerville. ... 

8 ras 
to Deep Creek. .... 
ge ae ‘ 
12 Franklin. . ‘ 
ta Acreat Fork. . . . 
Sk PEEOLOR ys ws we cs 
es Peicksiord. .. . 
16 High Hills. ... 
a7 Jerusalem, . ... 
18 Kempsville... ... 


’ rg Lake Drummond.. 


20 Lebanon... . 
21 London Bridge. . 
Oo Parse . 4. 4s 
23 MillSwamp.... 
24 Moore’s Swamp .. 
25 Mulberry. .... 
26 Newville ..... 
27 North-west... . 
28 Norfolk, Frem’n St. 
29 Norfolk, Cumb. St. 
go Oak Grove. . .. 
OPCW SBOP ae seus 
32 Petersburg, rst Ch. 
33 Peters’g, Byrne St. 
34 Portsmouth C. St. . 
35 Portsmouth, 4th St. 
36 Pleasant Grove. . 
ay St. JON S. 5 es 
seen Rist bs Wises 
appony . . . <.% 
Shiloh rae ee ee 
41 Shoulder’s Hill. . 
42 Smithfield, . .. . 
43 South Quay..... 
eh MEOUE ss oe 
45 Tucker’s Swamp.. 
46 Western Branch. . 
MEER Soe keke 
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. lIsle of Wight .. 


Southampton“. 


.|Princess Anne . 
. |Southampton . 
we JEN OFTOHE 4. Ss 
Isle of Wight... 


Norfolk . 3... 


<OMIRMOME 6 via he oils 
. {Southampton . 


Nansemond . . 


Southampton .. 


Greensville . . 


- fpussex:. . 


Southampton e 
Princess Anne. 
Norfolk ..-. ... 


. |Prince George. 
-|Princess Anne. 


Southampton - 
Isle of Wight 


Norfolk City” .” 
Norfolk City . 


. |Princess Anne, 


Prince George . 
Petersburg . 

Petersburg . 

Portsmouth .. 
Portsmouth . . 
Morolk ; ... 
Princess Anne. 


: Dbertolle 25. sss 


BGEOe ngs 
Prince George. 
by foe) | ee a 
Isle of Wight . 
Nansemond . . 
Nansemond . . 
Southampton . 
Nansemond . . 
Greensville . . 


CONSTITUTED. 


PASTORS. 


Vernon I’Anson . 
Po Aywens: i oy 
POUE hee oe 
Wane oy 
Py wens: 26582 5 
N. M. Munden . 
R. R. Owens . . 
W.D. Pritchard . 
R. RR. Owens’. , 
Ghee 
J. E.Stephenson . 
Thos. G. Wood . 
RK. KR. Owens . . 
Geo. J. Hobday. 
Geo. J. Hobday. 
V.VT’Anson ... 
J. Judson Taylor . 
J. A. Speight . . 
1, Mo C.. Luke’, \. 
None oe". ‘ 
the ee ee 


J. Judson Taylor|M. D. Butler, Berlin, Va 


5 a ee 


ya pcan 
. A. Speight . . 
W. D. Thomas 
Thos. Hume, Jr. 
N. M. Munden. 


None... 


B. FOnGS  *, 
Jos. F. Deans. . 
De APOE 
ee G. Wood , 


PP: Owens. 6 
Jo 4 Bailey oss 


Ly 


. es Lane, Surry C. H., Va 


. |Chas. Borum, Norfolk, Va 
D 
. |W. T. Harrison, Petersburg, Va 


J 
.|J. W. Daugherty, Portsmouth 
J 


. |A. O. Lee, L. Drummond, Va 
. |W. S. Griggs, P. Anne, C. H. 


J 
. |Jno. E. Baugh, Stony Creek, Va 


.|C. B. Crumpler, Zuni, Va 
Ae ae Bien Buckhorn, Va 


CLERKS AND 
THEIR P. 0. ADDRESs. 


M. Cocks, Cedar View V 
se Holland, Carsville, Va 
n 
¥: 


Dan 


ritchard, Berkley, Va 
T. Parr, Chuckatuck, Va 
Griffin, Franklin, Va 
- N. Ives, Indian Creek, Va 
C. Lewis, Boykins, Va 
. H. Old, Great Bridge, Va 
P. Rhodes, Windsor, Va 
Rutter, Deep Creek, Va 
. C. Presson, Waverly, Va ' 
H. Cutchin, Franklin, Va 
. W, Knight, Suffolk, Va 
. Pond, Newsom’s Va 
W. Potts, Hicksford, Va 
Jarratt, Jarratts, Va 
. Williams, Vicksville, Va 
. H. Edmunds,Kempsville,Va 
. C, Lynch, L. Drummond, Va 
one reported 
W. H. Ackiss, L. Bridge, Va 


oh 


Ome 


Nod 


Hes 


ne 
a 
BW 
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re) 
Zz 
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om 


J. O. Cofer, Smithfield, Va 


. IT. Carney, Portsmouth, Va 
G. B. Chappell, Waverly, Va 
Jos. Williams, L. Drummond 


T. J. Holt, Norfolk, Va ; 
. D. Batten, Blossom Hill 


. J. Spratley, Petersburg 
. B. Rainey, Jr., Petersburg 


oO 


sse T, Morriss, Portsmouth 


. L. Guy, Norfolk, Va 


T. E. Shands, Reams’ Station 
J. S. Wright, Norfolk, Va 

R. F. Barrett, Smithfield, Va 
A. H. Jones, South Quay, Va 
Robt. Riddick, Suffolk, Va 


L. H. Foster, P. Hill, N. C. 


CHURCHES. 


ee 
ee Antioch .. . 
2 Beaver Dam... 
4 Berkley Avenue . 
"4 Bethesda... . 
5 Black Creek .. . 
' 6 Black Water... 
Meeeepoykins ..... 
a Peentervillc Wise 5), 
Mumeetcolosse ... . « 
memo Deep Creek*... 
ES re 
Mee Eranklin..... 
Mra Great Fork... . 
Memeersebron . ... 
Seeetticksford . .. . 
16 High Same ; 
@eepeyerusaiem ... . 
13 erie. ae 


t 


es ae Set 


i easant Grove . 
a t. John’s 
38 Salem. , 
— 39 Sappon 
40 Shiloh 2 ee 
41 Shoulder’s Hill. | 
e oe cid : z 
ad out ua 
ea 
45 Sucker’s Swamp . 
_*® Western Branch , 
47 Zion 
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as Bs 
_ * Statistics taken from Minutes of last year. 


me of the Letters were very defective in their Statistics, and this accounts for some of the 
Columns failing to balance. 


| Total Widtas: 


| Colored. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCHES, DAYS OF 


PRESENT NUMBER. 


DAYS OF 
MEETING. 


77\ 2nd Sunday 
298] 3rd Sunday 
21; Not reported 
4th Sunday 
4th Sunday 
4th Sunday 
3rd Sunday 
ist Sunday 
4th Sunday 
No Letter 
2nd Sunday 
ist Sunday 
rst Sunday 
g|1st and 3rd Sundays 
36|2nd and 4th Sundays 
112| 3rd Sunday 
15|/4th Sunday 
96|1st and 3rd Sundays 
61| 3rd Sunday 
. . | No report 
55| 4th Sunday 
180| 3rd Sunday 
384/1st and 3rd Sundays 
155|2nd and 4th Sundays 
16| No Report 
No Pastor 
4th Sunday 
Every Sunday 
Every Sunday 
ist Sunday 
2nd and 4th Sundays 
Every Sunday 
306; Every Sunday 
399| Every Sunday 
118| Every Sunda 
68) 1st and 2nd Candles 
. -|No report 
51| No report 
72| 4th Sunday 
69| No Pastor 
153| Every Sunday 
5r|1st and 2nd Sundays 
175| 2nd Sunday 
53|/ 4th Sunday 
190| st Sunday 
335| rst Sunday 
34|2nd Sunday 
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LDR ee Na OO OREPOR [. 


a THE VIRGINIA PORTSMOUTH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


In account with E. L. Turner, Treasurer, Dr. 
1575. | 
_ Sept. By am’t received from the various churches 
‘@ at the session held with the Hicksford 


Na ie a ae ee mle ge arg cn ne $100 20 
By amount received from J. H. Prince, late 
CRE sale uc ieee gia kt phage 8 09 


To amount paid J. B. Ege, for printing 
NN ee ira leg cian! hs eb goad ei 4 
To amount paid Geo. J. Hobday, for post- 
Te 8 TT EEE eR Na enn Wy Se a te 8 55 
To amount paid Geo. J. Hobday for services . 
EN oi igdiyp ia via Man M ate. © wacusl 40 pf ae) 2 ae 
Wo warance duc Association, .. 66.60 404608 4 4 74 


. 


$70 00 


$108 29 $108 29 
By balance due Association,. ...... 4 74 


Respectfully submitted, 
| E. L. TURNER, 
Treasurer. 
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LIST OF AGENTS. 


APPOINTED TO REPRESENT THE STATE AND HoME Mission BoAaRpDs 
IN THEIR CHURCHES. 


STATE MISSIONS. HOME MISSIONS. 
Antioch—John Prince. Joseph G. Mays. 
Beaver Dam—James R. Purvis. W. T. Holland. 
Berkley Avenue—John T. West. P. Pritchard. 
Bethesda—C,. Channell. W. White. 
Black Creek—M. Lankford. James Holmes. | 
Black Water—H. Etheridge. R. Bradley. 
Boykin’s—J. M. Corbitt. C. C. Lewis, 
Centerville—W. H. Old. L. Jackson. 
Colosse—D. Watkins. G. F. Hines, 
Deep Creek—Paul Cherry. Z. Rutter. 
Elam—W. C. Presson. M. C. Bunt. 
Franklin—W. H. Jenkins. Joel Cutchin. 
Great Fork—W. W. Knight. William Howell. 
Hebron—T. R. Pond. Re eos. 
Hicksford—J. H. Prince. Be De pias, 
High Hills—W. J. Thompson. Jesse Jarratt. 
Jerusalem—R. N. Williams. R. N. Williams. 
Kempsville—George T. Whitehurst. Thomas Edmonds, 
Lake Drummond—D, Williams. Lewis Duke. 
London Bridge—H. H. Banks. J. Overstreet. | 
Millfield—M. D. Butler. C. Stephenson. 
Mill Swamp—J. J. Johnson. L. B. Edwards. ss 
Moore’s Swamp—J. N. Lane. C. E. James. | 
Mulberry—W. T. Carney. T. A. Bunting. | 
Newville—J. R. Jones. G. B. Chappell. 
North-west—E. W. Holt. W. L. S. Wilkins. 
Norfolk—Freem’n St.—W. H. Morris. S. S. Gresham. 
Norfolk—Cumberl’d St.—R. Morris. R. Stephens. 
Oak Grove—D. Etheridge. J. H. Munden. 
Old Shop—W. J. Harrison. J. R. Pettway. 
Petersburg—ist Ch.—J. M. Williams. Joseph S. Budd. 
Petersburg—Byrne St.—C. Walsh. }. BD. Rainey, Jr. 
Portsm’th—Court St.—J. C. Kaufman. E. W. Tabb. 
Portsmouth— 4th St.—R. G. Staples. Jesse T. Morris. 
Pleasant Grove—A. O. Lee. . S. Savells. 
St. John’s—W. S. Gregg. W. Sa Grege, 
Salem—J. L. Guy. W. Jj. Butt. 
Sappony—J. E. Baugh. R. H. Robinson. 
Shiloh—J. J. Slade. James E. Daniel. | ‘ 
Shoulder’s Hill—J. S. Wright. S. B. Carney. a 
Smithfield—R. F. Barrett. J. A. Cofer. 
South Quay—J. J. Johnson. J. C. Vaughan. 
Suffolk—J. H. Wright. R. Riddick. 
Tucker’s Swamp—J. C. Griffin. C. B. Crumpler. 
Western Branch—J. W. McClenny. S. Archer. 


Zion—John Wible. J. A. Morris, 


COBITUARY “INOTICE 


Rev. JOHN R. WATKINS was born in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, 
February roth, 1813. Professing conversion at an early age, he joined the 
BEAVER Dam Baptist Church in his native County. As soon as he was con- 
verted he went to work vigorously in the cause of the Master, and such was his 
zeal that his church licensed him to preach the Gospel. 

During the late war he caused an arbor to be erected in a retired grove in his 
neighborhood, where he successfully conducted a Sunday School. A common 
shelter soon took the place of the arbor; but the interest still increasing, it was 
not long before the present spacious house of worship, known as the COLOSSE 
Baptist Church, was erected. 

In 1871, brother WATKINS was regularly ordained to the full work of the 
ministry, and entered upon the pastorate of the Colosse Church, which office he 
filled until his death. 

While he never enjoyed the opportunities of acquiring an education, his zeal 
in religion, with his profound piety, was the means of great good. To him the 
Colosse Church owes its conception, rise and progress; and in his removal by 
death, sustains a great loss. 

On the gth of October, 1875, after many months of physical suffering, which 
he bore with great fortitude, brother WATKINS died, in the triumph of a living 
faith, leaving five children and a devoted wife, all of whom belonged to the 
church of his charge. 


‘The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” 


BG The facts necessary to writing the Obituary of Rev. A. Paut Repiton, D.D., could 
not be obtained in time for publication in the Minutes of this year, but will appear next year. 


LERK. 


LIST OF THE CHURCHES 


THAT UNITED TO FORM THE 


Virginia Portsmouth Baptist Association in 1 Vie 


Black Water, Isle of Wight, Sappony, 

Black Creek, Meherrin, Reedy Creek, 
Cut Banks, North-west, Seacock, 
Eastern Shore, Portsmouth, Shoulder’s Hill, 
Fountain’s Creek, Prince George, South Quay, 
Great Creek, Pungo, Sussex, 

High Hills, Rowanty, Western Branch, 


MINISTERS PRESENT AT THE ORGANIZATION IN 1791. 


Thomas Armistead, John McGlamre, Richard. Rose, 
Thomas Allmond, Jordan Judkins, William Sorey, 
David Barrow, Jesse Lee, William Stakes, 
William Boyce, Joshua Lawrence, John Turner, 
William Brown, John Lee, Robert Tucker, 
Joseph Baker, Buckner Lanier, Hillory Whitehurst, 
Thomas Crafts, William Morris, William Wallace, 
Jacob Daughtrey, Robert Murrell, George Wilson, 
Solomon Edmunds, Edward Mintz, John Whitehead, 


Jeremiah Plummer, 
LICENTIATES: John Bowers, James Grimes, Beverly Booth. 


TIME OF ADMISSION OF OTHER CHURCHES, CHURCHES THAT 
HAVE CHANGED THEIR NAMES, &c. 


(See end of list for explanation of terms.) 


1791. Great Creek, Isle of Wight and Prince George, ap. 
1794. Eastern Shore, disap. 
1797. Geneto Creek, disap. 
1802. Davenport’s, London Bridge, Mill Swamp, Otter Dams, First Colored, N orfolk, 
Raccoon Swamp and Hayes’ Creek, ap. 
1803. Fountain’s Creek and Great Fork, disap. 
1804. Hayes’ Creek, disap. 
1805. Cut Banks, dis., joins another Assoc. 
1807. Tucker’s Swamp, ad. del., Wills Bowers, John Crumpler. 
I8Io. Petersburg, Market Street, ad. del., David F ord, James Jones. 
1811. Sandy Beach, ap. 
1814. Kempsville, ad del., James Norriss, Sandy Beach, disap. 
1818. Cumberland Street, Norfolk, ad. del., Sazz. Cornelius, Wm. Pendred. 
1819. Cypress Swamp, ad. del., John Spratley, John Faulcon. Rowanty, drop. 
| 1820. Gillfield, Petersburg Colored, ap. del., W. Sykes, C. M. Warren. 
PI 1824. Muddy Creek, ad. del., John Shipp. 


ay >» Le 


Appendix. al 


1828. Beaver Dam, ap. del., % K. Daughtrey, W.H. Ballard. Suffolk, ad. del., 
S. McClenny, R. W. Oliver. 

1829. Gt. Bridge, ad. del., W. H. Smith, Kedar Warden. Farmer’s Creek, ad. 
del. W. V. Montague, H. H. Banks. “African Church.”’ Petersburg. ad. 

1830. Deep Creek, ad. del., J. Hendren. Cut Banks, read. del., W. W. Snow. 

1831. Smithfield, ad. del., Charles Wrenn, F. C. Yordan. 

1832. Reedy Creek, read. del., L. E. Abernathy. 

1833. Seacock changed to Elam. Davenport’s, disap. 

1834. Reedy Creek and Cut Banks join Concord Assoc. * Zion, ad. del., Thos. Fox. 

1836. Hunting Quarter, ad. Newville, ad. Tanner’s Creek changed to Salem. 

1837. Shiloh, ad. del., M. Rawlins, J. E. Pettway. Millfield, ad. del., C. C. Gordon, 
Shugars Lain. ; 

1840. Olive Branch, ad, del., W. Williams, James Smith. Hicksford, ad. del., Jos. 
Turner, J. R. Chambliss. Zion, Great Bridge, Deep Creek, drop. Otter 
Dams changed to Brandon. 

1841. Cypress Swamp changed to Moore’s Swamp. 

1842. Old Shop, ad. del., John Newell, Theod. Temple. 

1843. Bethesda and Petersburg 3rd Colored, ad. Otter Dams revives and new 
church formed. 

1845. Pleasant Grove, ad. del., T. J. Harrison. Muddy Creek, drop. 

1846. Jerusalem, ad. del., ¥. W. M. Williams, E. Nelms. Olive Branch, read. 

1847. Meherrin changed to Hebron. 

1848. Freemason Street, Norfolk, ad. del., William Dey, J. S. Salusbury. 

1849. Bute Street, Norfolk, Colored, ad. del., R. Allen, 2. ones. | 

1850, Enon, Chesterfield County, ad. Mulberry, ad. del, Thomas W. Carney, 
John Ward. 

1852. Lake Drummond, ad. del., J. Lynch, F. Lynch. Enon, dis., joins Middle 
Dist. Assoc. 

1853. Brandon changed to Cabin Point. Raccoon Swamp changed to Antioch. 

1855. Fourth Street, Portsmouth, ad. del., Zhomas Hume. Byrne Street, Peters- 
burg, ad. del., T. E. Skinner. St. Johns, ad. del., 7. ¥. Chandler, J. E. 
Bell. Hunting Quarter and Otter Dams, drop. Pungo changed to Oak 
Grove. : 

1861. Brandon, drop. 

1862. Olive Branch, drop. 


1866. Lebanon, ap. The following colored churches forming Associations of their 


own, were dropped: Bute Street, Norfolk; First Colored, Norfolk; Gill- 
Geld African Church, and Third Colored, Petersburg. 

1868. Jerusalem and Cabin Point, drop. 

1869. Deep Creek and Mulberry, read. 

1870. Old Shop and Zion, read. 

1871. Colosse, ad. del., F &. Watkins, Spencer Carr.. Franklin, ad. del., A. W. 
Norfleet. 

1872. Great Fork, ad. del., S. Savage, W. W. Knight. Centreville, ad. del., G. S. 
Jennings, W. S. Old. Boykin’s, ad. del., J. M. Corbitt, W. K. Stephenson. 

1873. Berkley Avenue, ad. del., 7 A. Speight, J. T. West. Jerusalem, read, . 


EXPLANATIONS: ap.—appears on minutes with no account of a regular admission. disap.—dis- 
appears from minutes ywihout any action on part of Assoc. dis.—dismissed at their own request. 
ad.—regularly admitted. del.—delegate. drop.—ordered to be dropped from the minutes. read.— 
readmitted by vote of the Assoc, Names in italics are ordained ministers, so far as that fact could 
be ascertained from the old minutes. 
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